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1-16-11 

Review: The priority of meditation on Scripture.  

• Psalm 119 Challenge?  

• Meditation?  

This morning I would like to challenge us to consider reestablishing prayer 

as a priority for 2011.  

We have a need for 3 kinds of prayer in our lives:  

1. Concentrated Prayer: designated time for focused prayer (rather 

than prayer on the run).  

 

� Jesus Example: Mark 1:35--“And in the early morning, 

while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed 

to a lonely place, and was praying there.” 

 

� Matt 6:6—“But you, when you pray, go into your inner 

room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your 

Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret 

will repay you. 

 

� Matt 7:7—“Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 

him who knocks it shall be opened.” 

 

--ask (provision); seek (knowing God and finding His 

presence); knock (opportunities) 

 

This is a tremendous promise! And it strikes home in a very 

practical way when we state it inversely: If we don’t ask, we 

won’t receive; If we don’t seek, we won’t find; If we don’t 

knock, it won’t be opened.  

 

--present tense (continuous action) = keep on asking, keep 

on seeking, keep on knocking… = persistent prayer which 

requires concentrated times of prayer  

 

� Meditating on Scripture—We need times of concentrated 

prayer that are born out of our meditation on scripture. These 

times of concentrated prayer take us beyond our 

circumstances to wrestling with our hearts and God’s deeper 

purposes in life.  

Psalm 119 is a prayer in response to the Psalmists meditation 

on God’s Word.  

 

2. Conversational Prayer: Ongoing dialog with God throughout the 

day (unceasing; thinking in conversation with God; attitude or 

mindset of prayer—being continually aware of God’s presence and 

involving Him in your thoughts, decisions, etc.).  

� I Thess 5:17—“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in 

everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” 

 

� Ephesians 6:18—“With all prayer and petition pray at all 

times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with 

all perseverance and petition for all the saints” 

 

� Colossians 4:2—“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert 

in it with an attitude of thanksgiving” 

a. Concentrated prayer (“devote yourselves to prayer”) 

b. Conversational prayer (“keeping alert in it”) 

 

3. Corporate Prayer: The increased power of united/concerted prayer  

� Promise: Matthew 18:19-20—“Truly I say to you, whatever 

you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about 

anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My 

Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have 

gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst." 

(Not just mutual prayer, but united prayer) 

 

� Example: Acts 4:23-31  

� God’s power and authority! (vs. 24) 



� God’s Word (“Your Word says…”) –vs. 25 

� God’s sovereignty in their circumstances (vs. 27-28) 

� Concern and request (vs. 29-30) 

� ANSWERED! (vs. 31) 

 

This is not just one spectacular and spontaneous event in the 

life of the early church. It is the fruit of a church that 

habitually devoted themselves to united prayer with utter 

dependence and confidence in what God can do (2:42). 

� Acts 2:42—“And they were continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer. And everyone 

kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and 

signs were taking place through the apostles. 

 

Over and over again in the book of Acts, we see the coorelation 

between the priority of united prayer and magnificent growth.  
For example, in Acts 6… 

 

Here’s a church that has to battle against the odds of persecution, 

demonic opposition, and stubborn unbelief and yet they make 

enormous strides with thousands of converts bec the Spirit is working 

in great power through the proclamation of the Word and the power of 

united prayer!  
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There is a direct ratio between a church’s effectiveness and its devotion to 

united prayer. No other factors in church life have that same impotence. Even 

when the modern church has access to technology, psychology, the most 

gifted leaders, dynamic preachers, and abundant resources, all of those things 

together cannot outweigh the power of united prayer which God has ordained 

to advance the gospel with bec only He has the ultimate power to change 

lives!  

When you make a decision about whether or not you will participate in the 

corporate prayer life of the church, you should not make your decision just 

on the basis of your schedule and how it will affect you. You should also 

make your decision on the basis of how your participation or not will affect 

the rest of the body and its effectiveness. You are one member of an entire 

body that is either healthy or disabled on the basis of how you function. You 

should make your decision in large part on how effective and fruitful you 

want your church to be.  

We have a need for all three kinds of prayer:  

Concentrated Prayer 

Conversational Prayer 

Corporate Prayer  

 

Of these three, which represents the greatest need for growth in your life?  

What is the greatest obstacle to each of these aspects of your prayer life 

(scheduling; awareness; confidence)?  

Prayer is not an activity for us to do. It is walking in relationship of 

dependence and confidence in God.  

Prayer: “Father, grant us such a desire to walk in the peace and power of 

Your presence that we will pursue opportunities to be alone with you in 

focused, concentrated, prayer. Grant us such a realization of our need to be 

dependent upon You and such confidence to trust You, that we will take you 

with us through every moment of our day. And grant us such a vision for 

what You want to accomplish in and through Your church that we will band 

our hearts together in agreement and faith until the transforming power of the 

Gospel has permeated our lives and community. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

 


